The Two “Lords” of the Old Testament 
“Two Powers in Heaven” 


The Key to the Mysteries of the Old Testament 


Thesis 


This paper includes four parts: Thesis, Evidence, Conclusion, and Extended Quotes at 
the end. 


There were two divine beings (two Lords), not one, overseeing Israel in the Old 
Testament. God was the greater Lord, and another, lesser divine entity will be referred 
to as the lesser Lord. 


The lesser Lord was God’s “right-hand man” on the scene, who carried out the 
instructions of God. 


The following bullet points are facts that support the two Lord theory. 
Facts 


e in 1 Enoch the divine being overseeing Israel is called “Lord of the sheep.” On 
the other hand, God is referred to as the “Lord of Spirits.” These are two 
different divine beings, two different “Lords.” 


e In Psalm 110, there are two Lords (see below)— the Lord who is not God is 
identified as Melchizedek in the Psalm. There are two Lords, the greater and the 
lesser, God and Melchizedek. (The secondary Lord is destined to overcome and 
rule the nations in Psalm 110. He is the Hebrew Messiah of Psalm 2 and 11q13 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, see References at end.) 


e Malachi 3:1 NIV— “I (God) will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; 


the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD 
Almighty (God). Of note is that the Hebrew word ‘malak’ can be translated as 
‘angel’ or ‘messenger’. In this verse, God calls the divine being who will 
dwell in the Temple at the end of the age both the “Lord” and the 
“messenger of the covenant.” If the “Lord” is the “messenger of the covenant” 
then he can not be God because God is the creator of the covenant, not the 


messenger. There are two Lords, the “messenger of the covenant” Lord, and the 
“Lord Almighty” (God). The “messenger of the covenant” Lord who comes to his 
Temple, is also the “Lord” who appears to Abraham and brings the covenant to 
him (Genesis). God creates the covenant and the subordinate divine being also 
called “Lord” delivers it. Genesis 17:1-2 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty. Walk before Me and be 
blameless. | will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you 
exceedingly.” There are two Lords, the subordinate divine being and God, the 
lesser Lord and the greater Lord, the creator of the covenant and the 
“messenger of the covenant.” The lesser Lord, the “messenger of the 
covenant,” is the divine being responsible for the other supernatural 
appearances witnessed by Abraham, the Patriarchs, and the Prophets. 

‘No man has seen or heard God’ (John 5:37). We are told that the “Lord” dwelled 
in the Temple (Ezekiel 43:1-6, see below) in ancient Israel and that he 
manifested a light called the ‘Shekinah? Isaiah tells us that God Himself can not 
dwell in any earthly Temple—/saiah 66:1 “The heaven is My throne, and the 

earth is My footstool: where is the house (Temple) that ye build unto me? and 
where is the place of my rest?” Therefore, “the Lord” dwelling in the earthly 
Temple in Ezekiel must be another divine being of lower status, not God 
Himself. 


Moses talks ‘face to face’ with the “Lord” during Exodus. No one can talk ‘face 
to face’ with God—this entity called the “Lord” who makes visible appearances 
has to be another divine being other than God Himself. 


The Teacher of Righteousness substitutes the word “Melchizedek” for the 
words “Lord” and “God” in his interpretation of scripture (see 11q13 Dead Sea 
Scrolls below). The Teacher also told us he had direct contact with the divine 
world and was given the special ability to interpret scripture. His Thanksgiving 
Hymns are beautiful and, in my opinion, are evidence of the inspired status he 
claimed. 


The Hebrew word “Elohim” means divine being. However, it has been 
interpreted as meaning God to the exclusion of other possibilities. This creates 
confusion. There were other divine entities on the scene in ancient times. There 
were the “sons of God” in Genesis. There were the “sons of God” in Job. There 
were “sons of God” in the divine council in Psalm 82. There is the divine being, 


Melchizedek, in human form in Genesis, and in spiritual form 11q13. The 
Teacher translates: ‘Your Elohim reigns’ from Isaiah as ‘Melchizedek reigns.’ 


The Old Testament frequently hints at another divine entity involved with Israel 
with statements about the “Presence” of the Lord,” and the “angel of the Lord,” 
acting on behalf of God. Consider Isaiah 63, JPS Tanakh, “/n all their affliction He 
(God) was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His 
pity, He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried them all the days of 
old. Here the “angel of God’s presence” is said to have saved the Israelites in 
the past (an allusion to their Exodus from Egypt). The pillar of fire seen 
overhead in their escape was therefore the divine being “the angel of His 
presence.” The “angel of God’s presence” is another allusion to this lesser 
“Lord” of Israel. There are many other examples like this. 


In Isaiah 52:11-12 The Lord is in front, and the God of Israel is in back of Israel. 
The “Lord” is God and another divine being is in back, “the God of Israel.” There 
are two distinct divine beings. Isaiah 58:8 has a similar passage. 


11Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no unclean thing; 

come out from it, purify yourselves, you who carry the vessels of the LORD. 
12For you will not leave in a hurry nor flee in haste, 

for the LORD goes before you, and the God of Israel is your rear guard. 


In Isaiah 52:4-6 (BSB) below, the “Lord” tells his people through Isaiah that 
he will show up at the end of the age to rescue Israel and will say: “I have 
come as | promised,” and the people will learn his name on that day. This is 
the lesser Lord speaking. His real name, Melchizedek, was unknown to the 
people. He was known as the “Lord,” “the angel of the Lord,” and “the 
Presence of the Lord.” We know the name because Psalm 110 and 11q13 
have revealed it. 


4For this is what the Lord GOD says: “At first My people went down to Egypt to live, 
then Assyria oppressed them without cause. 5And now what have I here? 
declares the LORD. For My people have been taken without cause; those who 
rule them taunt, declares the LORD, and My name is blasphemed continually 

all day long. 6Therefore My people will know My name; therefore they will know 
on that day that lam He who speaks. Here l am!” 


The verse below is about the end of the age when the “Lord” will reign on 
Zion. It says that “The Presence will be revealed to his elders.” God can not 
be confined to a temple on Zion, nor can He be seen by elders. The Presence 


is the lesser “Lord,” the secondary divine being who stands in for God. There 
are two “Lords” in the Old Testament. 


Isaiah 24:23 (JPS 1985 Tanakh) 


Then the moon will be ashamed, 

And the sun will be bashed. 

For the Lord of Hosts will reign 

On Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, 

And the Presence will be revealed to His elders. 


Conclusion 


There are two different divine beings in the Old Testament that are confused. The 
lower order divine being goes by multiple designations: “Lord,” “angel of the 
Lord,” “lord,” and Presence of the Lord among others. Unlike God, this divine 
being is visible and has “appearances” in various forms to human beings (pillar 
of cloud). He can also have conversations with Patriarchs and Prophets. In 
addition, he can have physical effects on the environment, the parting of the 
Red Sea, for example. He is destined to rule the nations, rescue the Jewish 
remnant at age’s end, and permanently dwell in the Temple. He is the long- 
awaited Hebrew Messiah with a military mission. (Jesus is the spiritual 
Messiah’). We must decide from the context of the passage which divine entity 
is being referred to. The term “Lord” can be used for either God or the 
subordinate divine being. There were two divine beings, two Lords, overseeing 
Israel, God and his divine representative/messenger. 


When reading the Old Testament we must work out who is being talked about in 
passages like: “The Holy One of Israel,” “The God of Jacob,” “Zion, your God 
reigns,” “The Presence of the Lord,” “the Presence,” “God in the burning 
bush,” The Lord dwelling in the Temple,” “The “Lord” appearing to Abraham, 
and in the theophanies witnessed by the prophets. Who was the divine being? 
God or his representative? Who was it that guided the Israelites as a ‘pillar of 
fire overhead’ on their escape from Israel? Which of the “Lords” promises to 


1 Emily Dickinson, Poet and Prophet: “My message must be told.” Chapter 9., J.P. Ladd, MD. Xulon Press. 
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return to Israel and dwell in the Temple forever? Can God Himself dwell in an 
earthly Temple? Which divine being (Psalm 2, Psalm 110) will one day rule the 
nations? Which “Lord” was being referred to when the prophets said: “The Lord 
says...” The answers to these questions are important in understanding the Old 
Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and associated scriptures. The Teacher of 
Righteousness of the Dead Sea Scrolls knew the answer to these questions. He 
knew who the lesser “Lord” of the Old Testament was. He had, by his own 
admission, direct contact with divine beings, and he was given a special ability 
to interpret scripture. 11q13 of the Dead Sea Scrolls, likely written by the 
Teacher, is a tiny scrap of text that has the clue to the correct interpretation of 
the entire Bible. It proves the lesser Lord hypothesis and even identifies the 
divine being in question. This identification is confirmed by Psalm 110, and 
another mysterious source that ties it all together which will be further 
discussed in another paper, “The Identity of the ‘lesser lord’ of the Old 
Testament.” 


Extended Quotes 


Deuteronomy 5:1-6 
The Covenant at Horeth 
1Then Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: 


“Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances that | declare in your hearing this day. Learn 
them and observe them carefully. 2The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb.b 


3He did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with all of us who are alive here 
today. 4The LORD spoke with you face to face out of the fire on the mountain. 5At that time 
| was standing between the LORD and you to declare to you the word of the LORD, because 
you were afraid of the fire and would not go up the mountain. And He said: 6“l am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 


The divine being here can’t be God—He is seen and heard face to face, yet the text is 
translated as “the Lord your God.” 


Ezekiel 43:1-6 


The Glory of the LORD Returns to the Temple 


iThen the man brought me back to the gate that faces east, 2and | saw the glory of the God 
of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of many waters, and the earth 
shone with His glory. 


3The vision | saw was like the vision | had seen when He camea to destroy the city and like 
the visions | had seen by the River Kebar. | fell facedown, sand the glory of the LORD entered 
the temple through the gate facing east. sThen the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into 
the inner court, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 


6While the man was standing beside me, | heard someone speaking to me from inside the 
temple, 7and He said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place for the 
soles of My feet, where | will dwell among the Israelites forever. 


Psalm 110 


Berean Standard Bible 

(There is no capitalization In Hebrew, so the translator is deciding who the upper- 
case and lower-case lords are. The translator, not the reader, is making important 
decisions about the meaning of the underlying text. These decisions, right or wrong, 
are carried forward into history.) 


A Psalm of David. 


iThe LORD said to my lord: 
“Sit at My right hand 

until | make Your enemies 
a footstool for Your feet.” 


2The LORD extends Your mighty scepter from Zion: 
“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 

3Your people shall be willing 
on Your day of battle. 

Arrayed in holy splendor, from the womb of the dawn, 
to You belongs the dew of Your youth. 


4The LORD has sworn 

and will not change His mind: 
“You are a priest forever 

in the order of Melchizedek.” 


5The Lord is at Your right hand; 

He will crush kings in the day of His wrath. 
6He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead; 
He will crush the leaders far and wide. 
7He will drink from the brook by the road; 
therefore He will lift up His head. 


Psalm 2 
Berean Standard Bible 


The Triumphant Messiah 


iWhy do the nations ragea 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
2The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together, 
against the LORD 
and against His Anointed One:b 
3“Let us break Their chains 
and cast away Their cords.” 


4The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
the Lord taunts them. 

5Then He rebukes them in His anger, 
and terrifies them in His fury: 

“I have installed My King on Zion, 
upon My holy mountain.” 


7I will proclaim the decree 
spoken to Me by the LORD: 
“You are My Son; 
today | have become Your Father.c 
sAsk Me, and I will make the nations Your inheritance, 


the ends of the earth Your possession. 
9You will break thema with an iron scepter; 
You will shatter them like pottery. e” 


ioTherefore be wise, O kings; 

be admonished, O judges of the earth. 
11Serve the LORD with fear, 

and rejoice with trembling. 
12Kiss the Son, lest He be angry 

and you perish in your rebellion, 

when His wrath ignites in an instant. 


Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. 


Footnotes: 

1a Or noisily assemble; see Revelation 11:18. 
2b Cited in Acts 4:25-26 
7 c Literally today | have begotten You; cited in Acts 13:33, Hebrews 1:5, and Hebrews 5:5 
9d LXX You will rule them or You will shepherd them 


9 e Cited in Revelation 2:27; see also Revelation 12:5 and Revelation 19:15. 


1 Enoch 89:21 


e And!Ilooked at the sheep until they went out from the wolves, 
and the wolves’ eyes were blinded, and the wolves went out 
pursuing those sheep with all their might. 22/ And the Lord 
of the sheep went with them, leading them, and all his sheep 
followed him. And his face was dazzling and glorious and 
fearful to look at. 


The Coming of Melchizedek 
11Q13 


e (...) And concerning what Scripture says, 
"In this year of Jubilee you shall return, 
everyone f you, to your property" (Lev. 
25;13) And what is also written; "And this 


is the manner of the remission; every 
creditor shall remit the claim that is held 
against a neighbor, not exacting it of a 
neighbor who is a member of the 
community, because God's remission 
has been proclaimed" (Deut.15;2) the 
interpretation is that it applies to the Last 
Days and concerns the captives, just as 
Isaiah said: "To proclaim the Jubilee to 
the captives" (Isa. 61;1) (...) just as (...) 
and from the inheritance of Melchizedek, 
for (... Melchizedek) , who will return them 
to what is rightfully theirs. He will 
proclaim to them the Jubilee, thereby 
releasing them from the debt of all their 
sins. He shall proclaim this decree in the 
first week of the jubilee period that 
follows nine jubilee periods. 

Then the "Day of Atonement" shall follow 
after the tenth jubilee period, when he 
shall atone for all the Sons of Light, and 
the people who are predestined to 
Melchizedek. (...) upon them (...) For this 
is the time decreed forthe "Year of 
Melchizedek’s favor", and by his might he 
will judge God's holy ones and so 
establish a righteous kingdom, as itis 
written about him in the Songs of David ; 
"A godlike being has taken his place 

in the council of God; in the midst of 
divine beings he holds judgement" 

(Ps. 82;1). Scripture also says about him; 
"Over it take your seat in the highest 
heaven; A divine being will judge the 
peoples" (Ps. 7;7-8) Concerning what 
scripture says, "How long will you judge 
unjustly, and show partiality with the 
wicked? Selah" (Ps. 82;2), the 
interpretation applies to Belial and the 
spirits predestined to him, because all of 
them have rebelled, turning from God's 
precepts and so becoming utterly wicked. 
Therefore, Melchizedek will thoroughly 
prosecute the vengeance required by 


God's statutes. Also, he will deliver all the 
captives from the power of Belial, and 
from the power of all the spirits destined 
to him. Allied with him will be all the 
"righteous divine beings"(Isa. 61;3). 

(The ...) is that whi(ch ...all) the divine 
beings. The visitation is the Day of 
Salvation that He has decreed through 
Isaiah the prophet concerning all the 
Captives, inasmuch as Scripture says, 
"How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who 
announces Salvation, who says to Zion 
"Your divine being reigns"." (Isa. 52;7) This 
scriptures interpretation : "the 
mountains" are the prophets, they who 
were sent to proclaim God's truth and to 
prophesy to all Israel. "The 

messengers" is the Anointed of the spirit, 
of whom Daniel spoke; "After the sixty- 
two weeks, an Anointed shall be cut 

off" (Dan. 9;26) The "messenger who 
brings good news, who announces 
Salvation" is the one of whom it is written; 
"to proclaim the year of the LORD ` s 
favor, the day of the vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn" (Isa. 
6152) 

This scripture's interpretation: he is to 
instruct them about all the periods of 
history for eternity (... and in the statutes) 
of the truth. (...) (.... dominion) that 
passes from Belial and returns to the 
Sons of Light (....) (...) by the judgment of 
God, just as tis written concerning him; 
"who says to Zion "Your divine being 
reigns" (Isa. 52;7) "Zion" is the 
congregation of all the sons of 
righteousness, who uphold the covenant 
and turn from walking in the way of the 
people. "Your divine being" is 
Melchizedek, who will deliver them from 
the power of Belial. Concerning what 


scripture says, "Then you shall have the 
trumpet sounded loud; in the seventh 
month..." (Lev. 25;9) 


